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1. The Kasipur Nivasi [Barisal] of the 138th March says that a grand  Kasrvs Nivas, 


_ gankritan” was held in the house of Babu Gangadas 
Rejoicings at Barisal for British Datta, accountant of the Barisal Collectorate, and 
victory. | the public celebrated Harirloot¢ (offering of sweet- 
meats to the god Hari) when the news of the relief of Ladysmith reached the 
place. Mr. T. M. Ahmed, Deputy Magistrate of Barisal, has also promised to 
‘ve a gold medal, to be called the “‘ Bell Medal,” to the Musalman boy who 
will stand first in the Entrance examination from the district to commemorate 
the event. 


2. The Sanjivans [Calcutta ) of the 15th March has the following :— 
| _ The Graphic of the 17th February contains a 
The cruel treatment of Hindus picture, of which it gives the following descrip- 
ns tion :— | 
‘A number of Hindu families left at Dundee (when General Yule evacuated 
that place) were sent in to Ladysmith by the Boers, who deposited them about 
four miles out of the besieged town .Thence they were taken in hand by the 
authorities, who decided to separate the women and children from the men, and 
send them down to Redcross camp in the Boer lines. The men were to be 
kept here to do cooly work. When the moment for parting arrived, the most 
heartrending shrieks and wails broke from the ranks of these. wretched people 
—men and women alike. Major Henderson was in charge, with a number of 
Basuto guides on horseback, and it was only after an immense amount of 
persuasion that the women would consent to be separated from the men. 
This however was finally accomplished. 

(Drawn by C. E. Fripp from a sketch by our special Artist W. T. Maud.)” 
The Graphic is a respectable journal and a supporter of the present Gov- 
ernment. It is not therefore to be supposed that it would publish a false 


account of such an occurrence. One proof of the truth of the Graphic’s 


account is the life-like representation given by its artist of the way in which 
the men were separated from the women and children. The Basuto guides on 
horseback, with: Major Henderson at their head, have placed themselves in a 


line between the men and the women. Behind this line are ranged the men 


some of whom are crying with uplifted arms, while others are wiping away 
their tears with both hands. How deep is the sadness and despair depicted 
on their faces! As for the women, their feelings defy description. Whata 
look of helpless misery do their faces wear! Some of them have thrown up 
their arms, and are filling the air with their wailings ; some are shedding ceaseless 
tears in silent despair ; while others stand with their faces covered. How dee 
the anguish which looks out of the eyes and face of the girl who stands with a 
load on her head! What a horrid picture this! 3 

We do not know at whose bidding this horrid scene was enacted. We 
can understand the necessity of impressing Hindu coolies at atime of war. 
But we fail to understand why the women should be separated from the men. 
If coolies were needed, why were not the women, too, employed as coolies with 
their husbands? If that had been done, they would have remained with their 
husbands in death as in life. If the women have been sent down to the Boer 


lines from a fear of their being hurt by cannon-balls at Ladysmith, that. 


too does not appear to us to be a sufficient-justification for the proceeding. 
There can be no doubt that many of these women have become widows, 
We cannot imagine what will become of them. We are not aware of the 
fate that has befallen these women in a strange land and deprived of the 
protection of their husbands. We hope that our Viceroy will kindly enquire 
where these Hindu women now are, and at whose bidding they were separated 
from their husbands. Nobody else will be able to obtain any informa- 
tion regarding them, Many Indians accompanied the English army which 
went to Dundee and Ladysmith. Their friends and relatives are anxious for 


news regarding them. 
3. The Witavadi ete) of the 16th March has the following :— 


ur heart breaks and tears come spontaneously 


. to our eyes when we hear that Cronje will be 
confined in St. Helena. We forget our joy at British victory and our grief 


Cronje sent to St. Helena. 


Mar. 13th, 1900, 


SaNJIVANI, 
Mar. 15th, 1900. 


Hitavap!, 


' Mar. 16th, 1900. 
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at the premature death of thousands of British subjects in the war, as we hear 
that Cronje, that great hero, will have to pass his days in that island, Why 
is this s0? Is this feeling due to our respect for heroism or ‘to our sympathy 
for an enemy in trouble ? : | 

The name St. Helena is immortal in the history of the world. That 
small hilly island where Napoleon died will now be Cronje’s abode, we do not 
know for what period: Cronje is our a but he is a hero, and therefore 
entitled to respect. We live under the civilised British rule; we are subjects 
of a kind-hearted Queen; we have learnt to respect and honour even the 
enemy. This is why we are sympathising with Cronje in his trouble. We 
were not so sorry when he surrendered. But we have been deeply moved 
to hear that he is going to his days in St. Helena. os 

Since the days of Napoleon, St. Helena, though a small island, has been 
a proud name, and its glory-will not grow less if Cronje sets foot on it as a. 
prisoner of war. The name of this hilly island beyond the pale of civilisation 
is again in the mouths of men from one end of the world to the other. In the 
midst of the endless ocean the existence of this small island cannot even be felt, 
It is only ten miles long and six miles broad. It is twelve hundred miles 
from the coast of Africa, eighteen hundred miles from the coast of America, 
and four thousand miles from Europe. Its climate is from the nature of tho 
soil and from extreme heat unhealthy. Cronje has now been confined in this 
unhealthy island. 

We do not know how Cronje will pass his days in confinement. We do 
not know whether he will be placed in a prison guarded with soldiers or will 
be allowed to move about freely. It is not the object of our thought whether 
he will pass his days in meditation, contemplating the blue and billowy sea, 
or in examining the hard strata of extinct volcanoes; whether he will con- 
template the beauty of flowers, or listlessly look on as bnsy husbandmen work 
in _ fields. The news that he will be sent to St. Helena has extremely 

alned us. 
: We know that there can be no comparison between Cronje and Napoleon. 
Napoleon may have fought for glory and for the gratification of his warlike 
_ desires, but , Home has admittedly fought for his country. Napoleon was an 
Kmperor ;(‘ronje is only a General. The cruel trestment which was received by 
Napoleon has become an impossibility in this civilised world in the beginning 
of the twentieth century. The cruelties and barbarities recorded by Surgeon 
O’Meara are not likely to be repeated in these days. Those cruel and barbarous 
men who cast a stain on the British name and threw dust in the eyes of the 
British public are no more. Even if such people still live, the British public wil 
no longer be deceived by them. We know all this, but still we are anxious on 
Cronje’s account. Such is the terror inspired by the very name St. Helena! 

Arabi Pasha was once confined in St. Helena, but the confinement of 
the Egyptian rebel did not disturb the equanimity of the civilised world. Arabi 
had rebelled against the Khedive, and England as a friend of the Khedive had 
confined him in St. Helena. No one, therefore, took any notice of the event; 
no one had, in fact, any right to take notice of it. But the case of Cronje 1s 
acelin He is not Napoleon’s equal, nor is he to be passed over like Arabi 

asha. 4 
_ Napoleon with his lion-like heroism had struck terror into the heart of the 
whole civilised world. He had thrown all the crowned heads of Europe into 
@panic. His achievements had created a great sensation in Europe. It is no 
wonder that the rise of such a hero should be regarded with fear and jealousy 
by all. Napoleon was so much dreaded that even his confinement could not 
assure Europe of safety and security. People often feared that Napoleon 
might any moment break away from his confinement. It was this fear of 
Napoleon to which should be attributed the silence with which his confinement 
in St. Helena was treated. Before his death no nation on earth did or could 
impartially criticise his conduct. } 

But the case of Cronje is different Cronje is the subject of an independent 
republic. He did not fight for glory or renown, He was not a conqueror, and 
he did not want to corfquer British territory out of covetous motives. He took 
up arms in the defence of his country. With nine guns and five thousand 
troops he faced an English army of twenty thousand troops and a converging 
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- fire from five hundred and five guns. He fought against tremendous odds; 


and surrendered. only .when his rations and ammunition failed. The British 
have, of course, become victorious, but Cronje has surprised the world with 
his heroism. Such heroism is rare, and Lord Roberts openly acknowledged it. 
Do not the English nation appreciate the heroism which has been so eloquently 
praised by their own Commander-in-Chief?.... . | rr ariey owner | nce 

Cronje is neither an invincible conqueror like Napoleon nor.a rebel like 
Arabi Pasha. He might be safely confined in London. The authorities have, 
of course, done what they think right and proper, but the very name St. Helens 
is repulsive to us. Let there he peace; let the Boers be taught a lesson ;.but we 
earnestly pray for er e’s' release from confinement in St. Helena, We hope 
that Queen Victoria will order Cronje’s release when the war is over, 


4, The Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 19th March has the following :— 

a According to the Suratya newspaper, as soon as:the 

The proposed visit of the Shah news of the Shah’s proposed visit to Europe 
ee reached the Sultan, the latter: solicited the favour 
of his gracing Constantinople with a visit. The Shah accepted the invita- 
tion. It is known to all that since the Shah came to the throne of Persia, his 
intense desire has been to preserve friendly relations among all Musalman 
potentates. He fully understands that that union cannot be effected without 
the help and co-operation of the Sultan. The Habiui Mateen has already 
shown the good which such a union will produce. This question has long been 
under the consideration of the Sultan. He intends to seize the golden oppor- 
tunity which the Shah’s tour will afford. The Sultan has taken the lead in the 
bringing about of sucha union. Surely the Shah’s visit to Turkey will be 
productive of political and social results of great significance. Some time ago 
the question of opening a cautonment on the border of Persia and Turkey 
was hotly discussed by Musalman statesmen. It is hoped that on this occasion 


that question will be settled. | | 


5. The same paper says that in his interview with Mr. Martin, which 
took place in January last, the Amir expressed his 
firm adherence to the treaty between himself and 
the British Government. In the course of conversation the Amir said that a 
war between Russia and Afghanistan would put the Musalmans of Central Asia 
into a serious trouble; but Russia could not enlist the sympathy of those Musal- 
mans, and wastherefore sure to be unsuccessful. The Afghans would die rather 
than submit to Russia, They are ready to help the English, The conversation 
then turned'to the letter which the Government of India had written to the Amir, 


-The Amir on the Russian move. 


enquiring why he was going to purchase arms and ammunition. The Amir 


said that the purchase of arms, no doubt, raised the suspicion of the British 
Government, and he ought to remove it. 


6. The same paper says that, according to the Datly Chronicle, a political. 


secret underlies the visit of the Kaiser to the 
land and Germens, ween "8- Queen of England. It is said that a treaty was 


entered into between the two powers, but the 
nature of the treaty is still a secret. It can however be said that the treaty 


will be profitable to England. Some say that the treaty is against Russia and 
France. Of course, Russia and France cannot approach England and 
Germany in political stratagem. It appears that England and Germany are 
going to buy the Portuguese possessions in Asia and Africa, England will buy 
the Portuguese possessions in Africa, while Germany will buy those in Asia. 
The semi-official journals of Germany deny that such a treaty has been 
entered into by Germany; but the Russian Press says that it is a fact that 
such a treaty has been entered into. 


7. The same naper says that, according to the Curzon Gazetie, although 
there is no trouble at present in Crete, the time. is- 
not far off when it will. again become a scene of. 
great troubles. No one knows what the condition of Crete is; how. the 


Greek oppression in Crete. 


properties of the Cretan Musalmans are being divided among the Christians, and 
what is being done in respect to the tombs of the Musalman saints and the 
Musalman houses of prayer. Of course, the Cretan Musalmans are bein 
treated by the Christians no better than the Spanish Musalmans were treate 


HaBLuL Matusn, 
Mar, 19th, 1900. 
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; the Spanish Christians. Since the expulsion of the Moors from Spain, snch — 
bedsallty” bes not been perpetrated as is being perpetrated by the Greeks 
against the Cretan Musalmans. Thousands of orphans, rendered houseless by 
Greek brutality, can now be seen at Constantinople. A Cretan child of seven 
years now at Constantino le pathetically described the manner in which his 
parents and their kith and kin were. mercilessly slaughtered ‘by the Greeks. 
All the sad and mournful tales of Greek oppression which were once thought to 
be fictitious now seem to be quite true. Nowadays trade and commerce are 
very low in Crete.. Agriculture has disappeared ; and all the fine buildings are 
in ruins. Treachery and cheating are rampant all over Crete. The Cretans 
are calling for the vengeance of God upon the Greeks. The merchants of 
Europe have stopped their dealings with Crete on account of the Greek oppres- 
sion. The Cretan Musalmans, who are merchants, artists, farmers - and 
architects, are giving up their callings, and are casting a sad look upon the 
ruins in which their forefathers lie buried. ‘They are now roaming from place 
to place for want of shelter. : 

To tell the truth, the Greek atrocities in Crete can no wise be compared 
with Spanish cruelty of the middle ages. During those ages the Christians did 
not call themselves civilised and did not adovocate humanity, In those ages 
therefore brutality like that perpetrated upon the Moors, was not uncommon. 
But the brutality perpetrated upon the Cretan Musalmans by the Christians of 
modern Europe, who loud!y say that they are lovers of justice, humanity and 
peace, beat all records of cruelty and oppression. 

It shows that the Christians are all downright liars, and that they are far from 
being civilised. Moreover, it was only the Christians of Spain who cruelly 
treated the Spanish Musalmans. But it is a regret that almost all the Chris-. 
tian nations of Europe are more or less guilty of committing oppression upon 
the Cretan Musalmans. The misery of the Musalmans, in fact, has been brought 
about by selfishness, and they are nowadays so selfish that they do not like 
to see any one of them doing good to his co-religionists. History tells us that 
it was unity and patriotism which raised the ancient Musalmans to a loft 
position. Now they are not actuated by a patriotic feeling, and that feelin 
is now to be found only among the Christians of Europe. In fact, if the. 
Musalmans had not fallen a victim to social prejudice, civil war and 
quarrels about their religious observances, and if they had not taken to cutting: 
one another’s throats, we would not have seen such a horrible sight in Crete, 
where Musalmans have been slaughtered and their wives have been enslaved, 
and their children have been rendered houseless and their property has been 
looted. Now everywhere one hears pathetic cries for help and shelter. It is 
beyond our power to help these Cretan Musalmans. O Musalmans who live 
a comfortable life in Musalman dominions, wake, wake and be careful and 
united! Learn Islam and equality. Be brothers unto one another and make 
improvement. Otherwise the aliens will soon conquer you, and destroy your 
liberty. ‘The tombs of your forefathers will be destroyed. Your mosques will 
be converted into salt godowns and stables for horses. One inch of land or one 
Musalman that you lose means loss of your strength. Your rivals are wide 
awake, and you too ought to be on your guard, You are being overpowered 
with troubles coming from all sides, and you are hemmed in with difficulties. 
Under these circumstances your sound sleep means your death. It is a 
regret that our indolence and our racial prejudices have sadly blinded and 
deafened us, We therefore cannot see and hear what is going on around us. 

Hamu, Marzen, 8. ‘The same paper says that it is not without reason that England has 
tak re hits cheat conquered nearly one-third of the glube. The 


English nation is the proudest and most properous 
nation on earth. Every Englishman is proud to sacrifice his life and wealth for 
the goed of his nation and his country. It is simply this petriotic feeling which 
made the people of England, notwithstanding their political differences, unite 
under the same standard. It is that patriotism which made some members vf 
Parliment to go tothe front. Lord Dufferin, Lord Salisbury and Lord Roberts’ 
have not hesitated to send their sons to fight for their country. Lord Roberts. 
himself, though old, assumed the chief command of the English army, and 


hastened to the scene of action. For all these reasons England comes out 
victorious in all wars. 
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9. The same paper writes that the Arabic journals and the well-wishers. 


of Egypt are again busy dealing . in a sensational 
Bd roe of the evacuation ~~ manner with the question of the evacuation of 


« by England. The Egyptian papers say that the 
Egyptian nobles and chiefs ought to crganise an association for the parpose of 


sending @ commission on behalf of the Egyptians to the European Powers to 


prey for their helpin this matter, and also to send an embassy to England to move 


arliament for the fulfilment of the promise to evacuate Egypt. The Sultan 


ought to direct his attention to the question of evacuation. It ought to be 
understsood that Egypt is nowadays fit eucugh to defend herself. The French 
and the Russian papers, in dea'ing with the question, say that Russia and France 
ought to request the Powers to demand of England the evacuation of Egypt. 


But up to this time not a single Power, not even the Sultan of Turkey, seems to- 


eay anything on the question. 


10. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta | of the 19th March has the following :—. 


The Boers have been defeated, and are soliciting 
one ee rae peace. But England intends to continue the war 
till the Boers have been completely defeated. General Joubert’s letter, written 
to Mr. Chamberlain before the outbreak of war, shows that ti:e Boers will fight 
the English to death. The Boer capital is su strongly fortified that to take 
it the English will have to shed the blood of a large number of troops, The 
best course, therefore, is to settle the quarral without shedding any more blood, 
11. The Bangabhumi [Calcutta] of the 20th Merch writes that there was a 
Kal pujain Panchbibi, a village in the Bogra district, 
as a mark of rejoicing for the relief of Kimberly. 
Babus Jogendra Chandra Chaudhari, 3.4. and Hem Chundra Chaudhuri, 
mA., took a leading part in the ceremony, and many Musalmans joined in 
the rejoicing. 
12. The Pallivast {Kalna) of the 21st March says that Babu Satkari 
Haldar, Munsif of Kalna, in the Burdwan district, 
convened a congratulatory meeting of the residents 
of the place on account of the relief of Ladysmith. Phe meeting congratulated 
Lord Roberts and General Buller on their successes, and chal victory to the 


Queen. The local school was closed for a day on account of the relief of 
Ladysmith. 


Rejoicing for Uritish victory. 


Rejoicings for British victory. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


13. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 15th March writes as follows:— 

In replying to the address presented by the 

A eomy onnt. Assam tea planters, Lord Curzon said :—‘* The coolie 

law will not be soon repealed.”” We should like to know why it will not-be 
repealed. Isa law which encourages theft, adultery, and abduction of wives 
from husbands and of children from mothers, which incites women to 
forsake their own helpless infants, and entraps respectable people and compel 
them to do the work of digging—is a law, in short, which isa prolific source of 
fraud, kidnapping and adultery, and a powerful destroyer of domestic happi- 
ness—is a law which has desolated thinly populated areas and has been the 
cause of wailing in every home—is such a Cg so very indispensable that it 
must needs be maintained? We know that the repeal of this law will be 
injurious to many tea gardens, and that if it is repealed those tea gardens 
which are unhealthy and in which coolies are oppressed will have to stop work. 
But must a law be maintained only to countenance oppression? There is no 
lack of labourers in healthy and well-managed tea gardens, and such tea gardens 
do not require the help of any law to obtain their supply of labourers, Will 
Lord Curzon support, for the sake of trade, a law which gives birth to a 


thousand oppressions? The blood of Englishmen boils at the very name of — 


slavery? Why then does not their blood boil to see slavery sanctioned and 
upheld by the law in India? Ifa man can be but once entrapped by fraud or 
guile, there is no escape for him for four years. Is it to be believed that any 
respectable man will, unless deceived, agree to work as cooly fora monthly 
pay of Rs. 5? Leta man be but once induced to sign an agreement, and he 


) t 
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BANGABHUMI, 
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SANJIVANI, 
Mat. 16th, 1900, 


« 
#: 
lu r, 

Bie 
Th 
: 
x 
‘Wes 
7 
a 
ve 
ft 
po 

he 

1 


- 
fz 
é 
; Fis 
‘ / 
7 
» 
? 7 
r 
, ; 
* ; 
e 
4 
. ?? ; 
s a 
pa ; 
%, 
’ 
, 74 . . 
’ 
a , 
Fas 4 
of i 
; 
q ’ } 
3 SF) , 
“ 
% a ’ : 
6 “4 ty 7 
¥ % 
.% La 
2 fe 
baa 
‘3 ; ; 
i j 
—_—. 
y 
* 4 
7 ¥ a 
4 “4 
- 7 ' 
<, + 
Se ft 
, . : 
+ a a 
% weds } 
 é f 
2% 2 
ae | 
a ee 
: SS Fi 
7 — tot 
Ye of 
ay, > 
ie is 
. de ee 
i gt | 
. oa 
se & 
'* ee 
; 2a 
cn 
* 
7 2 
» ae ye.” 
© Y 4 ; 
he ie es 
‘ f os 
B 
‘ ; 
y 
. Ao 
z 
, 


4 ~ steel 
AS ee a pe 
$ 
pc tee ’ 


° eR ERR oy 
NS 
— 


( 212 ) 


will have to dig fields, clear jungle, and suffer all the miseries of cooly-life for 
four long years. In making these statements we do not draw upon our 


imagination. " ; , 
We publish a letter for Lord Curzon’s information. Let the Viceroy kindly 


read this letter; and then declare whether it is right to maintain, for the sake of 
trade, a law which is leading to such evil acts in India, 

One Lalit Mohan Bhattacharyya, a boy of fourteen and the only son of 
the widow of the late Ramananda capers dy of Sikarpur, a village in the 
Karimpur thana of the Nadia district, quarrelled with his mother and left home, 
No news of him was. obtained for three or fouryears, though the most diligent 
search was made. A letter has lately been received from him, fron which it 
appears that on his arrival in Calcutta the boy fell into the clutches of cooly 
recruiters who sent him to Assam, where he is now working as a cooly ina 
tea garden. The Brahmin boy, who had never been employed in any mean 
occupation, fell ill almost as soon as he was set to do the work of a labourer, 
The aged mother gave up all hope of seeing her child again and was spending 
her days in tears. But since the receipt of this letter she has become almost 
mad and cannot be comforted. The letter has been addressed by Lalit Mohan 
to his uncle, Durgadas Bhattacharyya, who on his part is blind and dependent 
on others fur support, and is therefore in no condition to afford any help to his 
nephew. 

The letter runs as follows:— 


Post Office Bengbari, Zilla Mangaldahi, 
District Darrang, Hatigar. 


The Khairabari Garden. 
Tionourep Sir, 


After leaving you I went to Calcutta, from whence I was sent to Assam. 
in virtue of an agreement for four years which I executed at the advice of a 
cooly recruiter. How shall I describe in the compass of this short letter the 
misery in which I am passing my days here? I have to do work that I never 
before did. Iam very unfortunate, or why should I leave uncle, aunt, friends. 
and relatives, and come to a strange place of which I know nothing ? There is 
no escape from this place, its climate is very unhealthy, and five or six persons 
die here every day. Since my arrival here I have been ill and in hospital, and 
have not been able to get out of it up to this time. Nor have I any hope 
of ever getting out of it. For Iam seriously ill this time and quite laid up. 
I write because I feel my end is near, or I would not write to you. IfI could 
get even ten rupees during these my last days on earth, I should have comfort- 
able meals. For want of food I am constantly calling upon father and mother 
and crying. Ifyou kindly send something, I shall be very much obliged to 
ou. “There are bad sons, but never a bad mother. Know ¥ that I am your 
dson. IfI live I shall some day or other be the cause of your happiness. 
I have nothing to say to my uncles, who have wasted much money upon me. 
I lost my father when a child, and my uncles never said a harsh word to me. 
But I have exposed them to jeers by leaving home. After you have read this 
letter send it to my third uncle, and rightly report to me what he says, and in 
what thana he is, and how are our relatives, and where my uncle Nilkanta 
Sannyal now is, and what he is doing, and how are the members of our family, 
Reply immediately on receipt of this letter. I am not well. : 


Yours obediently, 
Sei Lauir Monan Buatracuaryya, 
| _ Khairabari Tea Garden, 


On a perusal of this letter Lord Curzon will see: what a prolific source 
of unhappiness the cooly law has proved in this country. Government 
intends only to lop off the branches of this poison tree, while nothing short of 
laying the axe at its root would remove the gross oppression that is being 
committed. It is very easy to enslave, in the name of law, a people who do 
not know what their natural rights are, and who are unable to protect those 
rights even if they know what they are. Or why should a Brahmin boy of 
14 become a cooly ina tea garden? How long will this wicked practice be 
countenanced for the sake of the tea planters ? | 
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i4. The same paper complains that the men of the Madras regiment now 
stationed at Barrackpore often trespass into the 
houses of the residents of the neighbouring villages, 
pluck fruits, and commit oppression in various other 
ways. For some time their oppression had been put down by the Cantonment 
Magistrate, but the soldiers are at their old tricks again. There is overy 
probability of a breach of the peace if these men are not soon taken to task. 
15. The same paper has the following :— 
: One R. Ghosh complains in the Capiiel that 
las a the other day he and two other native gentlemen: 


Oppression by soldiers at 
Barrackpore. : 


were passing through the Red Koad in Calcutta when a European constable. 


ordered them to leave the road and walk upon the maidan. Bearing in mind 


that on another occasion a native Sub-Judge of Alipore was insulted for 


questioning the validity of such order, these gentlemen tamely submitted to 
the demand, The editor thus comments ‘on the above :—Such oppression is 
being committed by European constables on natives on public roads, and cases 
of such oppression are being reported in the newspapers, still we do not get 
any redress. Ifthe authorities desire to shut the Red Road against natives, 
they ought to give public notice of their intention. Itis not right that people 
should be insulted in this way. : 
16. The Khulna Khulna] of the 15th March complains that thefts and 
ae dacoities are often committed on the Bagerhat river. 
River dacoities in Khulna. = = i, the Khulna district. On the 3rd March last,. 
one Kinu Gelidar, of village Chuknagar in the Khulna district, with two lads, 
was returning home from Jhalkati when his boat was boarded by five or six 
dacoits, near Munsbiganj in the Bagerhat subdivision. The dacoits killed 
Kinu, and decamped with a booty of Rs. 170 in cash. Some timo ago another 
dacoity was committed on the boat of Dr. Durga Charan Sen of Raikati. The 
District Superintendent of Police ought to make arrangements for the 

patrolling of the river. ) 
17. A correspondent complains in the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th 
oe March of incendiarism in villages within the juris- 
wee in the Rangpur -diction of the Sundarganj, Mahiganj, Kaliganj, 
pur district, One Harhi Mamud Barui, a rich resident of Khurda, within the 
jurisdiction of the Sundarganj thana, hada suit against two of his debtors 
decreed on the 25th February last. Onthe 1st March his house was set on fire 
at night, and all its doors were barricaded toprevent escape. HarhiMamud, his 
daughter and grand-daughter were burnt to death. The police have not yet 

been able to trace the offenders. 
18. The same paper has the following, with reference to the case in 


— , _ which the Calcutta High. Court has acquitted 
a police in the Sitamarhi Wohanta Abhimisra and others of Sitamarhi, in the 


Muzaffarpur district, who had been convicted by 


the lower Court under section 353 and sentenced to one month’s imprisonment, 
Will not the authorities institute an enquiry into the charges. preferred by 
the accused in the lower Court against their prosecutor, the police? The 
accused would not have been acquitted if their accusations had been entirely 
unfounded. 
19. A correspondent of the same paper complains that on the 5th March 
Ciliates atin Sea mein last there was a theft in the house of the Police Sub- 
Inspector of Alamdanga in the Nadia district. 
Some days ago, there was a dacoity in the house of one Umes Chandra 
Biswas of Hardiin the same district, and the dacoits carried off ornaments 


and Rs, 4,000 in cash. A ruffian of Kasipur is extorting money from the 
village goldars. He is an old offender. The District Police seem to be power: 
less in detecting the offenders, | 

20. The same paper writes that one Madhu Saha, brother of Kobalya 


. a: Saha of Mathurapur in the Pabna district, is 

on tnaficious death ine village alleged to have committed suicide. Most of the 
symptoms of suicide are however absent, and the 

dead body bears marks of violence. The police ought to enquire into the 
Case. : . . ° ins : aie : ae 


Mithapukur and Govindaganj thanas in the Rang- 


SaNJIvant, 
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1. The same writes that a tiger is committing depredations in 

es | ei Sohagdal and: adjeining villagesin the Backer e 

_A tiger, in a village in the district. The attention of the authorities Thc Id 
we be drawn to.the matter. ee 
29, With reference to the complaint made by one Nabu Paramanik, of 

Boe) -. village Ramnagar, under the jurisdiction of the 

A cpse of murder inthe Farid- Ain ice station in the Faridpur district, that 
spades his brother, Chabbu Paramanik was murdered, the 
Sanjay Baie: ap! of the 16th March says that the District Magistrate was not 
right in merely filing the complaint with the remark that the police had tried 
their best to trace the murder. The police may have done their best to trace 
the offender, but they did not succeed in finding him out. Nabu says that the 
police enquiry was nota careful one. In the face of this accusation against 
the police, the District Magistrate was wrong in not taking further action in 
the matter. He ought to have held a judicial ote 
23. The Prativass [Calcutta]. of the 19th March complains that the 


_ boatmen at the Ahiritola ferry-ghat in Calcutta not 

Cyite boatmen sta ferry-ghAt in only carry excess passengers, thereby endangering 
= 7 life in this season, when high winds and strong 
tides make the river boisterous, but commit various oppressions on the 
passengers. The other day one Dindoyal Majhi took two boys into his boat 
on the understanding that he would ferry them over for half a pice each, but 
on reaching the other side of the river he snatched an umbrella from one of 


the boys because they would not pay one pice each. The river police does 
nothing to put down such oppressions. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


24, The Som Prakash ( Calcutta |] of the 12th March writes that on the 
a  -  _ Q8rd February one Kshetra Mohan, of Santipur, was 
Roe J in releasing @ prisoner 10 fined Rs. 15 by the Subdivisional Officer of Rana- 
ghat. ; 7 
ghat for an offence aguinst the excise laws. The 
accused failed to pay the fine, and was sentenced to rigorous imprisonment. 
The next day the accused’s brother, Kisori Mohan, appeared in court to pay the 
fine, but the court officers, including the court sub-inspector, told him that the 
Subdivisional Officer was absent on one day’s casual leave, and in his absence 
they had not the power to release his brother on receipt of the fine. Kshetra 
Mohan was released on the 26th February or the fine being deposited in the 
nazir’s office. ‘The accused had thus to undergo rigorous imprisonment for 
two days for no fault of his. Who is to be responsible for this? According 
to the Circular No. 1392J., issued by the Judicial Political and Appointment 
Departments to the Commissioner of the Presidency Division, only a stipendi- 
ary Deputy or Sub-Deputy Magistrate can, in the absence of the Subdivisional 
Officer, release prisoners on the payment of fines. Most probably, considering 
the difficulty in-which accused persons may be placed in a subdivision in which 
there is no stipendiary Deputy or Sub-Deputy .Magistrate, the Commissioner 
addressed the Government on the subject, but the Government has evidently 
aid no attention to his representation. It has become urgently necessary to 
invest Honorary Magistrates with the power of releasing prisoners in such 
cases. 
25.. A correspondent writes in the Hitavads [ Calcutta ] of the 16th March 
bar P that on the 5th March last, Babu Fakir Chandra 
Toei Subdivisional Officer of — Chatterji, Subdivisional Officer of Tangail, went to 
inspect the local jail. On the same day the son of 
one Alimuddin, who had been sentenced to imprisonment only a few days 
before by the Subdivisional Officer, went to see his father. The Subdivisonal 
Officer-met him, and did not permit him to see his father. He also abused. him. 
Alimuddin and some of his fellow-prisoners, who heard Fakir Babu abusing 
Alimuddin’s son, assaulted him inthe jail, This enraged Fakir Babu, and he 
not only ordered the Sub-Deputy Magistrate to try the offenders, but also ordered 
the police and the jail warders to thrash them severely. His order was faith- 
fully carried out, and the prisoners were heard piteously crying the whole day. 
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The editor remarks that he has heard various complaints against Fakri 
Babu. The Babu should remember that, although as a Subvisional Officer he 
can lord it over all, he is a British subject, and lives under the just rule of the 
British Government. The authorities should make an enquiry into the matter. 


26. Referring to the decision in the case in which Mrs, Caroline was 
charged before the Presidency Magistrate of 

» oe yy Bf a Presidency Bombay for assaulting her servant with a piece of 
ee burning wood, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta | of the 
19th March observes that in this case the accused was fined only Rs. 10, while 
‘na similar case before the Police Magistrate of Oalcutta, the accused were 
sentenced to two years’ rigorous imprisonment each. From this it is understood 
that a crime, unless committed by a native, does not fall within the legal defini- 


tion of crime, 


(d)— Education. | 


27, The Sanjivani [ Calcutta | of the 15th March has the following :— 

| Babu Krishna Kamal Bhattacharyya, Prin- 
cipal of the Ripon College, is a Fellow of the 
Calcutta University and the Head Examiner in 
Sanskrit in the Entrance Examination. On the day of the Sanskrit 
examination, during the last Entrance Examination, he was answering the 
questions in Sanskrit, for the convenience of the other examiners, in the 
office of the Assistant Registrar when Mr. Edwards, the Registrar, entered 
into the room. After enquiring what business Krishna Kamal Babu was 
about, Mr. Edwards said in a rude tone, ‘“ You have no business here; 
go away.” Krishna Kamal Babu said that Mr. Edwards ought to have 
spoken to him in a. courteous manner. This made Mr. Edwards all the 
more angry, and he approached Krishna Kamal Babu with a frown and ina 
defiant manner. Krishna Kamal] Babu asked whether Mr. Edwards wanted 
to insult him. Fortunately the matter ended there. Such treatment by the 
Principal of the Presidency College and Registrar of the Calcutta University 
of a Principal of another college and a Fellow and Examiner of the University 
is no doubt worthy of note. Itis doubtful whether Mr. Edwards has the same 
osition among his countrymen in rE ens as Krishna Kamal Babu has among 
his countrymen in this country. If Krishna Kamal Babu had been a European 
instead of a black native, Mr. Edwards. would not. have ventured to treat him 
in this way. Wecannot tolerate such race distinction in places of learning. 


28. ‘The same paper writes as follows:— - 
The spirit of asserting official supremacy in 
everything is abroad. So long the Education 
a was free from this spirit, but official 
ascendency is going to be established even there. The Fellows of the Calcutta 
University have always acted independently, and the officials never tried to 
influence their opinion. But those days are gone. A: little while ago the 
Syndicate passed a resolution relating to the maintenance of discipline in 
schools and colleges. ‘The resolution was to the effect that a school or college 
might be disaffihated by the Syndicate for want of discipline. The Dictator 
of the Education Department was not willing to invest the Senate with the 
power of disaffiliating a school or college. He wanted to invest the Syndi- 
cate with this power. The chief feature of despotic rule is the concentration 
of all power in one person. But it is not always possible to concentrate 
all power in one person, and in that case powers are concentrated in the hands 
of as few persons as possible. The resolution in question was hotly discussed 
in the Senate, and Mr, Pedler, the Dictator of the Education Saciueeas, 
had his resolution carried by a majority of only one vote. If this one vote 
had been on the other side, Mr, Pedler would have been defeated. Those 


Mr. Edwards, Registrar of the 
Calcutta University. 


Official ascendency in the 
Calcutta University. 


members of the Education Department who are also Fellows of the Senate ~ 


have therefore been called upon to submit an explanation for their absence from- 
the meeting in question. eir chief is angry with them for not being present 
at the meeting to oe, support his resolution. Se ee 
The Deputy Magistrates must submit to the dictation of the Magistrates 
in dispensing justice ; the official members of Legislative Councils must vote for 


BuaRaT Mitra, 


Mar. 19th, 1900. 


SaNnJiVANni, 
Mar. 15th, 1900. 


SaNJIVANIL. 
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the Government; the official Fellows of the Senate must vote with the Director 
of Public: Instruction. Times are indeed out of joint, It is high time 
that we retired from ‘all honorary occupations. Men are not puppets that 
they should dance in obedience to the pulling of the leading string. Tho 
aid servants of the Government are bound to put up with everything, but 
it has now become almost impossible, even for Government servants who 
have any self-respect, to do the duties of those posts which are honorary. 


SANJIVANS, 29. The acceptance by the Senate of the Culcutta University of 
Mar. 15th, 1900. Sir William Lee-Warner’s ‘' Citizen of India” ag a 


Lee-Warner’g “Citizen 


Rg) of . text-book for the Entrance Examination has elicited 


much criticism in the native press, It is said that 
Lord Curzon was desirous of introducing the book into the University, and asked 
some of the members of the Senate to vote for the book, and they and man 
other members voted for the book from fear. Babu Kali Charan Banerji, 
Mr. N. Ghosh, Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu and Babu Heramba Chandra Maitra 
voted against.the book. In their opinion the book is too difficult for Entrance © 
candidates. Mr. ‘?hosh also said that the book could not be understood by many 
teachers. Kali Babu and Heramba Bubu are educational experts, and we must 
therefore respect their opinion. But we do not send our boys to school 
for education; we send thei to school in order only to fit them for earning 
money. And with this object we must do everything the Government ma 
be pleased to dictate to us. We are so avaricious that we would not hesitate 
to ask our boys to perform such impossible feats as chewing iron or jumping ~ 
from the top of atwo-storeyed house down on a gravel pavement It is onl 
for gain that our youths sacrifice their health in order to pass difficult 
examinations. We therefore say that Lee-Warner’s book will be only a trifling. 
addition to an already heavy burden. Our whole educational system is 
unnatural and abnormal, and it is therefvre useless to discuss its good and bad 
points. We are weak and inert, and can endure anything. What reason have 
we, then, to be sorry or eel: 


er 30. The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 15th March has the following :— 
Mare 1th, 1900. sia tinal: Miata alk aie Babu Krishna Kamal Bhattacharyya, Principal 
Caleutis Geiveciiie;” of the Ripon College and a reputed educationist, 


was the Head Examiner in Sanskrit in the last 
Entrance Examination of the Calcutta University. He was allotting marks.to 
uestions in the office-room of the Assistant Registrar when Mr. Edwards asked 
‘the Assistant Registrar why Krishna Kamal Babu was sitting there when he 
ought to have been supervising the examination, Krishna Kamal Babu said 
that he knew his duty very well. Onthis Mr. Edwards became very much 
excited, and Krishna Kamal Babu asked him whether he wanted to assault him. 
Mr. Edwards said that he could ‘assault him if he wished to do so. The public 
are very unfavourably impressed about Mr. Edwards. When he occupies so 
high a position as that of Principal of the Presidency College, he ought to 
have tried not to create such impression regarding himself in the public 
mind. We are sorry to say that the European officers of the Education 
Department of these days, when promoted to high posts, often forget the 
responsibility attached to their elevated positions, : 


(PRatiKar, 81. The Pratikar [Berhampore } of the 16th March has the following :— 
Mar. 16th, 1900. i ae ia a It is a long-standing complaint ‘against the 
Presidency College. students of our schools and colleges that they are 


becoming more and more disobedient. This charge 
against tho students may not be wholly unfounded, but there is no doubt that 
both the teachers and the taught are to blame in this connection. The insolence 
of teachers is one of the causes of the disobedience of students. . The Presidenc 

College is a model institution in Bengal. Mr, Edwards, the Principal of this 
model college, has lately conducted bimself very badly. Babu Krishna Kamal 
Bhattacharyya, a well known Professor of a Calcutta college, was one day 
sitting in the room of the Assistant Registrar when Mr. Edwards came into 
that room. Having come to know who’and what Babu Krishna Kamal was, 
he said that he had no business in that room and should at once leave it. Upon 
this Babu Krishna Kamal asked Mr. Edwards to behave a little more cour- 
teously. This enraged Mr. Edwards, and in order to put Babu Krishna Kamal 
to fear he came close up to him. Babu Krishna Kamal in “fear asked him 
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whether he meant to beat him. The matter ended here. .When this is the 


case with « teacher, it is unreasonable to complain if students disobey and 


misbehave. : Pon ae ‘ 
32, The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th March writes as follows with 
bs reference to the alleged ill-treatment of Babu 
Mr. Edwards, Principal of the Krishna Kamal Bhattacharyya by Mr. Edwards, 


ee Principal of the Presidency College and Registrar 
of the Calcutta University :— : 

Mr. Edwards is the Registrar of the Calcutta University ard Principal of 
the Presidency College. Students are expected to learn morality from his 
example, and become examplars of goodness by emulating his conduct. But his 
conduct has now put them to shame. Ifa native had been in Mr. Edwards’ 
place, the authorities would have taken 1% 0 to redress the grievance of the 
insulted gentleman. Steps should be taken to bring men like Mr. Edwards to 
their senses, and teach them to courteously treat natives. . 


83, The Bangabandhu (Chandernagore | of the 17th March has the fol-: 


, - lowing :— 
— —— No attempt has been made to refute the 


objections which have been made against Sir 
William Lee-Warner’s ‘Citizen of India,.” John Bull does not like to 
waste words. When the Government is resolved to get the book prescribed 
as a text-book, no objection againstit will be of any avail, We must therefore 
submit to official will, which is as inexorable as destiny, — 

It is now useless to point out the faults of the book in question. An 
official is bound to remain grateful to the Government, and it will not be doing 
an injustice to him to take him for a pleader for the Government. It is 
natural that offitial opinion should be one-sided. Still we believe that the 
students will profit by the reading of the book. Politics will henceforward be. 
taught and read systematically. To tell the truth, the Indian youths know 
nothing about the administration. They have at best a hazy idea of the 
administrative machinery. ‘The book will, no doubt, give them a clear idea of 
the nature and character of Government, and of the relations between the ruler 
and the ruled, at least from the official standpoint. The newspapers will then 
interpret to them the very same questions from the point of view of the people. 
The pros and cons of the same questions will enable the students to strike a 
middle path, and as they will not depend entirely upon their text-book for 
forming opinions about the administration, they will not run the risk of. being 
‘‘ officialised.” To think otherwise will be tantamount to saying that the Indian 
press imparts no political education to the people, We need not therefore fear 
that the book will inadequately or insufficiently instruct students in political 
questions, | | 

34. The Tripura Hitaisht [Comilla]| of the 19th March says that the 8th 

The Tinvera Zilla Schoo! class of the ‘lippera Zilla School is held in an iron 
Teen ee shed, and it tells‘on the health of the boys to be 
confined in that hot room for four hours during the latter part of the day. The 
room is also very filthy, ’ : 


(e)—Local Self-government and Munteipal Administration. 


35, The Tripura Mitaishi [Comilla] of aye 12th March complains that the 
ar veterinary hospital in Comillah, under the manage- 
si Gomie Vetomneny Heme: oak of tha Slakaias Board, is situated in an lle 
corner of the town, and people cannot therefore send their cattle to it, not know- 
ing of its existence, The hospital should be removed to a more prominent place, 
= people should be informed of its work and objects by beat of drums and in 
other ways. | 
38%. The Basumati [Calcutta | of the 15th March has the following :— 
gs It is the practice to burn the bedding and 
whe’ Municipality and clothes of plague-stricken persons But the Aw 
officers of the Calcutta Municipality often do this 
duty in a careless and perfunctory manner. The bedding and clothes ard 
collected on the middle of the road.in front of the plague-stricken house and set 
fire to. But the plague officers do not wait till the whole has burnt ‘to 
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ashes, but go awa after only setting fire tothem. The result is that these 
things are not fully burnt, and the ashes and unburnt filth rags are. strewn all 
over the road by the wind. The dead rats in plague-stricken houses are often 


thrown on the road, where they are seen to remain for two or three days | 


together. The disinfecting process is also defective. It is often done in a 
haphazard way. The Municipality’s. arrangements for the work are excellent, 
but the actual performance of the work is defective for want of supervision and 
control. We have been much alarmed at the negligence of the municipal 
officers at a time when the plague and other epidemic diseuses are raging furious- 
ly in the town. 

87. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 15th March says that Colootola and 

Surtibegan in Calcutta are the principal centres 

aS of the hide trade in the city. The hide merchants 
keep vast stores of hide in their godowns, and make the localities too unhealthy 
for human habitation. If the Municipality had common sense, it would not 
permit people to open hide godowns in such thickly-populated quarters of the 
town. Learned men, versed in the science of sanitation, are now Commis- 
sioners of the Calcutta Municipality. Why not, then, are these causes of 
insanitation removed? ‘The hide godowns ought to be sent beyond the limits 
of the town. 

88. The Khulna [Khulna] of the 15th March complains that firewood is 

The Kinlne Baruien Ghit not available in the Khulna Burning Ghat, and 

: rahe lecesata people have to walk about two miles to procure it. 
The cartmen refuse to carry firewood for the cremation of dead bodies, and 
people are greatly inconvenienced on this account. For these reasons people 
cannot burn dead bodies properly, and often throw half-burnt bodies into the 
river. Under these circumstances the public will be greatly benefited if the 
Municipality ‘keeps firewood for sale at the burning ghat. 7 

89. The Httavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th March writes that the farce of a 
election has been enacted in many places in 
Calcutta. In some wards the ratepayers induced 
worthless men to stand as candidates for election in order that the show of a 
contest might be maintained. There has been practically no contest in most of 
the wards, and in some wards officials have stood as candidates for election just 
to keep up appearances. The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham is to be an elected Commis- 
sioner this year. If this is not a farce, we do not know what is. But people 
are panic-stricken, and are not in a mood to enjoy the farce. The death-rate is 
unprecedentedly high. This is the way in which the city is to be protected 
. the new municipal law. Most of the Commissioners will now be Govern- 
ment nominees, and there will be no complaining against them. 

It is said that in municipal meetings nowadays there is more work 
and less talk. We cannot say anything about the lessening of the talk in 
municipal meetings, but it is a matter of common experience that the municipal 
activity in the matter of work has not increased. During the time of the late 
Commissioners, excellent arrangements were made to keep the town clean. But 
this yéar even the extraordinary death-rate has not increased the activity of 
the authorities. There are heaps of filth on the roads. Mosquitoes are torment- 
ing the residents. Dead rats are thrown on the roads, and are not removed. 
Roads are dug, but their repair is not finished. This is how the sanitation of 
the town is being looked after nnder the new arrangements, 

40. The Bankura Darpan ( Bankura] of the 16th March complains that the 

enn ns tjaradar of the Chandni Bazar, under the manage- 
Bankustown sc ment of the Bankura Municipality, extorts money 
from the fisherwomen and other petty hawkers 
who supply the residents in their own houses. He does so in the name of the 
Municipality, and uses force if anybody refuses to give him what he asks for. 
The authorities ought to put a stop to such illegal acts, and publish a notifica- 
tion stating that those who do not go to the municipal bazar to sell their 
goods and things should not ay anything to the Municipality. 
» 41. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta of the 19th March says that during the 
cialis winter season the electric light in the Harrison 
ey electric light in Harrime poad is ‘put out lon “before sunrise. There is 
therefore every possibility of the Marwari women 
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who go to bathe in the Hooghly being assaulted by gundas. The police 
constables moreover are a source of annoyance to them, as they turn the light 
of their lanterns upon the faces of these women when they pass by that road. . 
42, The same paper is sorry to say that the Barabazar quarter de- 
mands the serious attention of the Health Officer. 
i be es *- gy egy Pag c= paid ng hog 
rabazar, the people show im how dirty the streets were. e filth 
daaposited ‘on the streets remains there for weeks together. Dirty rags, half 
burned by the plague officers, can be seen everywhere in Barabazar. The 
Lieutenant-Governor ought to direct his attention to the matter. 
43, The Prativast | Calcutta] of the 19th March writes as follows :— | 
ia When passing the new Municipal Act for 
Tho Calcutta Municipality and Qglcntta into law, the Lieutenant-Governor said 
——" | that he could not disbelieve his own eyes as to the 
incompetency of the native Commissioners. We interpreted this to mean that 
having regard to the insanitary condition of the town and the buildings in if, 
and the filthy condition of the streets and roads, grave doubts could not but 
be entertained about the business capacities of the Commissioners. We also 
understood from the Lieutenant Governor’s statements that under the new 
regimé a great deal of attention would be paid to the sanitation of the town ; 
that the streets and roads and dwelling-houses would he kept so clean and tidy, 
and the drainage system would be so improved, as to remove all possibility of 
the plague effecting an easy entrance into the town. But what is now actually 
seen is that far from undertaking any reform or improvement, the Municipal 
is not even looking to the ordinary cleanliness of the town at a time when it is 
within the jaws of the plague. Heaps of refuse are seen in front of houses; 
carcasses of animals are allowed to putrefy on the streets, vitiating the 
atmosphere with their stench, and the streets in the quarters in which plague is 
raging have been made frightful by accumulations of the ashes of the burnt 
clothes, &c., of plague patients. It has also been brought to the notice of the 
writer that no municipal officer paid a visit to some of the houses in which 
plague cases’ had occurred. The public’ are losing all faith in the municipal 


Insanitary Barabazar. 


disinfecting process. Instead of removing filth and refuse, the Municipality 


remains satisfied with merely sprinkling some disinfectants over them, 

44, The same paper points out the urgent necessity of opening an 
ss : additional cremation ground in Calcutta, preferably 
one ee eee ground in the southern part of .the town, as both the 
: burning ghits which now exist are situated in the 
northern quarter. The pressure on the two existing ghats has become enormous 
at this time of heavy mortality, and corpses have to wait for several hours before 
they can be disposed of, ‘This is good for the health of neither those who 
bring dead bodies for cremation nor of the public. It is said that on the 11th 
_ March last the people who came to burn their dead at the Nimtala gh&t in the 
morning could not be accommodated with space before a late hour of the night. 

The Municipality should lose no time in removing this public inconvenience. 
45, The same paper says that indescribable suffering prevails in village 
ree : ighal, within the juriediction of the Singra thana 
Pen og 5 Md a village in in the Nator subdivision of the Rajshahi district, 
pe | Im consequence of water-scarcity. There is nota 
single tank in the village, and the few dobas and khals in the place have become 
almost completely dry. Nowhere in the village can a boii of water be 
obtained, and the women have to spend the greater portion of the day in 
fetching water frum a village some two miles distant for domestic use and for 
cattle. The residents ofthe village are allilliterate cultivators and do not know 
where to seek for a redress of their grievance. Their own means are limited, 
and their zamindar is heavily involved in debt. Their sufferings were brought 

to the notice of the District Board by a kind friend, but without any effect... 


46, The Bangabhumi [Calcutta] of the 20th March has the following : 


‘ Bas Rg municipal elections . ee sees -_ to the last: municipal elections in 
Pant We have not yet been able to decide whether 
we should be glad or sorry at the results of the last municipal elections in 
Calcutta, Many of those who did not venture to ascend the stairs of the 
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‘inal Office, fearing that they might be turned out by the municipal peons 
sot aoe ‘been elected Camaslaninaian. We are glad to see their Tuck, We 
are also sorry for those unfortunate candidates who have failed to be elected 
even this year. Will not the Government nominate. these disappointed people 
as Commissioners ? , 

Bravo, twenty-eight, bravo! You have shown what has not long been 
seen in Bengal. To lick the very feet with which they are trampled upon has 
become a habit—a second nature with Bengalis. To forego the privilege of 
shaking hands with the Lieutenant-Governor and the age of bemg salaamed 
by municipal peons is no doubt a great sacrifice for a Bengali. And the 
caentr-aiie ommissioners who resigned their posts and have not again 
offered themselves as candidates for election have made this sacrifice. Is not 
this a hopeful sign? But we fear that this determination, this enthusiasm, 
may after all prove temporary. If it does not prove temporary, foreigners will 
know that Indians have learnt to make sacrifices. 


(9) —Ratlways and communications, including canals and trrigation, 


47, The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th March writes that Bellamy, a 

The Manager of the Eastern ticket-collector on the Eastern Bengal State Rail- 
Bengal State Railway in the caso Way, who was suspended for entering into a female 
of Bellamy. compartment, has been dismissed, but the Manager 
has sanctioned the payment to the dismissed employé of one month’s pay in 
addition to the pay for the period for which he was suspended. This 
generosity is no doubt due tothe Manager’s partiality for Eurasian railway 
employés, to which passengers must trace their ill-treatment at the hands of 
these Eurasian favourites. The public may naturally call in question the 
impartiality of a Manager who did not institute criminal proceedings against 
Sellemy, and even granted him pay to which he was not entitled. : 

48. The same paper learns from a correspondent that on the 8th March 
last four or five European railway employés were 
found standing near the passage for third class 
passengers at the Howrah station at 9 P, M., two of 
them having sticks in their hands. The passage is a narrow one, and there was 
arush. The railway employés in question were found belabouring the crowd 
with sticks, The Railway authorities ought to teach these employés gocd 
manners, and to convince them that third class passengers are not cattle. To 
prevent all trouble and inconvenience, there ought to be two passages for third 
class passengers, and two stalls for the sale of third class tickets. 

49, Acorrespondent of the Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 19th March says 
that ever since the construction of the Eastern 
Bengal State Railway, people have obtained passes 
free of cost for using the railway bridge at Sea as but an application which 
was recently made for a few passes was rejected by the Engineer-in-chief of 
that railway, who stated that such passes would be issued to nobody except 
railway servants. As this order will cause serious inconvenience to the resi- 
dents of Narikeldanga and Sura in the suburbs, the corespondent earnestly 
prays the Railway authorities not to deprive the public of their old privilege, 
and to keep the bridge open for them. 
50. The Bharat Mtira Leet of the 19th March saysthat the third 

Third class passengers for a Cl@88 passengers booked for a mail train at the 
mail train on the Kast Indian Howrah station are put to great trouble. It is 
ee. better to stop the issuing of third class tickets for a 
mail train from Howrah, as was the case formerly. There is not much diffi- 
culty in buying tickets: the difficulty lies in passing through the gates on to the 
platform, Sometimes the passengers have to bribe the railway employés in 
charge of the gate. 3 
| (h)— General. | 


51. A correspondent writing in the Burdwan San sound [ Burdwan} of the 


| _ 18th March complains that the condition of the 
| aoe cores Fares gag OGes a gf a office at Rayna in the Burdwan district 
is 


eplorable, The letter box attached to: the 
office is broken, and is not, therefore, safe as regards reception of letters. The 


Third class passengers at the 
Howrah station. ° 


The railway bridge at Sealdah. 
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office remains closed during the greater part of the day, and the public are 
aus inconvenienced on this account, On the 5th March last: the mail, 
which usually reaches the post office: at 11-30 a. m, did not come at all, This 
was due to the fault of the runner. js 

52. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 

' 14th March has the following :— i 

The Government of India has invented a novel 
way of giving currency to gold coin in this country. 
The Postal Department has issued a circular to the effect that from the 12th 
‘March all money-orders of the amount of Rs, 15 and upwards will be paid 
throughout the presidency town of Calcutta in sovereigns at the rate of one 
sovereign for Rs. 15. It is needless to say that this has caused much incon- 
venience to the public, as it is very difficult to get change for a sovereign. 
People have to suffer a great deal of trouble and inconvenience even in gettin 
change for currency notes for sucha smallsum as Rs. 10. Instead of abolishing 
the old practice of paying money-orders in silver, the authorities ought to 
leave it to the option of the pe to receive payment either in gold or in silver. 
The Postal Department should consult the convenience of the public, and the 


Postal authorities ought not to consent to a proposal which will cause incon- 
venience to those with whom they have to deal. 


58, The Sanjivant ‘easter. of the 15th March has the following :— 


_ Owing to a recrudescence of plague in Calcutta, 
passengers by railways are being examined in 


__ both the Howrah and Sealdah railway stations. 
But the manner in which the examination is conducted only causes incon- 


venience to the passengers, and serves no useful purpose. Ten to fifteen 
minutes before the departure of a train, the plague doctor appears at the gate, 
which is only partially opened, and there is therefore a a, and the ‘passen- 
gers, specially those who are weak, suffer greatlv. The doctor remains there 
for eight or ten minutes, and then goes away to examine the first and second 
class passengers, All the passengers are not therefore examined, and the examina- 
tion which is performed produces no good. Those only who can elbow their 
way through the crowd can catch the train: the rest have to wait for the next 
train. Only intermediate and third class passengers, male and female, have to 
suffer these inconveniences, first and second class passengers being more 
fortunate, as they are examined in their carriages. It is a wonder how the 
doctor examines such a large number of men in eight or ten minutes. It is 


desirable that passengers should be examined, but this should be done without 


causing them any inconvenience. The inconvenience is very much greater 
at the Sealdah station than at Howrah, ' 


54. The same paper says that two judgeships of the Calcutta High Court 


. jee will shortly fall vacant on the retirement of 
urea in the Calcutta MMogsrs, Justices Macpherson and Wilkins. Mr. B. L. 


Gupta is an experienced and learned District 
Judge. Will he not be appointed to one of these posts? Will Lord Curzon 
and our Lieutenant-Governor ignore his claim ? 


55, The same paper has the following :-— 


The Viceroy at Tesper, Assam. On the 9th March last the Viceroy and his 


party went to Tezpurin Assam, The tea planters 
of the place gave them a sumptuous feast and afterwards presented the Viner 


with an address. The tea planters of the province with their families 

assembled in Tezpur to welcome Lord and Lady Curzon. The Viceroy gave 

satisiactory replies to the many demands and prayers made in the aldteus, 

excepting the demand for railway extension. Our independent-minded 

voy exposed the unreasonableness of almost every one of the proposals 
 f 


made the tea planters in order to promote their own interests. It is fortu- 


nate that they could not win him over to their side by flattery and sumptuous 
hospitality. | 


56.. The Sign Board (Calcutta) of the 15th March complains that there 


| are defects in the existing value-pavable ] 
ate, value-payable parcel system, and it ‘has’ beco ~. bi thy parce 


nece to 
remove them. If @ value-payable parcel is gor Be 


Payment of money-orders in 
sovereigns. 


Plague examination at Howrah 
and Sealdsh. 
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the addressee, there is at present no means of compelling him to make good 
the of suffered by the atts #9 To make the addressee liable to damages, the 
sender . will have to identify the signature in the order for the value-payable 
parcel, and to prove that the man who ordered for the parcel and the man who 
refused it are one and the same person. But this is impracticable. To obviate 
this difficulty, there should be an indent form in which a person willing to 
indent for an article by value-payable post should be required to write hig 
order over his signature. This indent form should be on a one pice, half anna, 
or one anna stamp, and should be submitted to the local post office, which. 
should send-it to the person from whom the value-payable parcel is indented 
for. The sender of the value-payable parcel should also be allowed to 
serve the person who refuses a value-payable parcel after ordering for it 
with a summons through the local post office. He will gladly bear the 
expenses of any commission which may have to be sent to the post oltice for 
this purpose. 


57. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th March takes exception to the 
recent postal circular that all money-orders of the 
amount of Rs. 15 and upwards will be paid in 
sovereigns at the legal rate of Rs. 15 for one 
sovereign. This arrangement will cause inconvenience to many people. The 
gold currency has not yet become 8» popularised in this country as the silver 
or the paper currency. ‘Those who will get their salaries or money-orders paid 
in sovereigns will not easily get change for them. ‘hey may have to sell their 
sovereigns at a discount, and this will entail loss, It will not be always easy 
to go to the currency office or to a bank to get change for a suvereign. The 
Government will do well to reconsider the circular, 


58. The Saraswat Patra [| Dacca) of the 17th March says that the people 


Payment of money-orders in 
sovereigns. 


P ll | of Calcutta will have no objection to receiving the 
sovensignhs. on moneyoreess ™ amounts of their money-orders in sovereigns, as 


recently ordered by the Government, if the 
authorities make arrangements for readily getting change for sovereigns. 


59. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta' of the 19th March says that the people 

ss eee Dieta ot of Calcutta are in constant fear on account of 

plcy.  Sttsts=<CSS~Ssé@idatgtute. «hey however are thankful to the 

leutenant-Governor for the peaceful measures 

adopted by him to deal with plague cases. Once every morning His Honour 

goes the round of Calcutta on horseback, giving advice to the people. In fact, 

there is not a single family in Calcutta that does not praise the Lieutenant- 

Governor for his plague policy. No plague stricken area is so peaceful as the 
town of Calcutta under the peaceful rule of Sir John Woodburn. 


60. The Prativast [Calcutta] of the 19th March has the following :— 

T | The Pioneer and the Englishman have both 
e Englishman and _ the + 

Pioneer on the plague in Calcutta. ©xpressed the opinion that plague has assumed fearful 
proportions in Calcutta in cunsequence of the 
concealment of cases by the residents, This opinion is not warranted by facts, 
but is the outcome of the usual Anglo-Indian antipathy of those two papers 
against natives. The pegue figures show that the disease is raging furiously 
in the bustees; and who but the Municipality itself and the plague ilane are 
responsible for the reporting of the cases that occur in the bustees? The truth 
is that, in consequence of the Lieutenant-Governor’s kind and sympathetic 
treatment of the people, there has been no concealment of cases by the residents 
this year, and the disease has spread simply because the Municipality has not 
been doing its duty properly. The roads and streets, for instance, are not well 
‘Swept; sweepings and refuse are seldom removea; and’ plague-stricken houses 
and bustees are not thoroughly disinfected. The Englishman and the Pioneer 
have not therefore acted in a manner worthy of their position by attempting 
to throw dust in the eyes of the Government & preferring an unjust accusation 
spines the people without informing themselves of the true state of things. 
he Government it is hoped will see and act for - itself in its’ lague 
administration. It should take notice of. the fact that the Municipality is 


growing more and more indifferent as the fury of the disease is increasing. 


~ 
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61. A correspondent of the Kangal (Kuch Bihar] of the 21st March- 
ee complains that the employésin the Government 
Grievances of {he wi Prov. Central Press in Calcutta have to attend office at 
uel | seven o’clock in the morning, and to remain waiting 
the whole day, even if they do not chance to get any work, As all work is 
paid for by the piece, and not by monthly salary, the rules about attendance 
hear with extreme hardship on the poor men, A man who fails to attend some 
day, not only fails to earn anything that day, but has to pay a penalty from 
his previous earnings, and even the section-holders are fined for the non-attend- 
ance of compositors, If a man leaves his work unfinished, and fails to attend 
the next day, he gets nothing for the portion of the work he did the previous 
day. Fine is also levied upon the compositors for allowing type to run to pie. 
In the piece-work system it is natural thata large quantity of type should 
run to pie, because the compositors try to get through their work in the short- 
est possible time. | 
62, The Dainik Samachar (Calcutta) of the 22nd March writes that on 
the 20th March last the Viceroy and the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor paid a visit to the plague ward 
of the Calcutta Medical College Hospital, and also 
to the plague-stricken wards of the town. One day the Lieutenant-Governor 
was seen going the round of the plague-infected part of Barabazar, and consol- 


The Viceroy and the Lieutenant- 
Governor on the plague. 


ing und re-assuring the public in chaste Hindustani, Bengalis never before — 


had such a sympathetic Viceroy and such a sympathetic Lieutenant-Governor. 
They have indeed been blessed with a combination of two excellent rulers, 


III.—LEGtsLaATIve. 


63. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 19th March says that the native 
The Telegraphic Pross sienna press should thank Lord Curzon for postponing the 
e i1eicgr l & 


Bill. consideration of the Press Messages Bill. It is 
hoped that the kind-hearted Lord Curzon will with- 


draw the Bill. It seems that no one will be benefited by the measure. It will 


prove a source of pecuniary loss to the native press. 


IV.—NATIVE Srares. 


64. In noticing the death of Babu Ram Chandra Ghosh, late Judge. of 

Kuch Bihar under Rai Kalika Kuch Bihar, the Dacca Prakash ( Dacca of the 18th 

Das Dette “Bahadur, 0.1: &., March has the following on Rai Kalikadas Datta 
cae Bahadur, the present Dewan of that State :— 

The people of Kuch Bihar are being oppressed and persecuted by 
the present Dewan of Kuch Bihar, and this persecution has compelled many 
of them to leave their dear native land and emigrate to Jalpaiguri and other 
neighbouring districts under British rule. The ceusus of 1881 gave the popula- 
tion of Kuch Bihar as 602,624, but the census of 1891 gave it as 578,868, 
thus showing a large decrease. During the same period, however, the popula- 
tion of the Jalpaiguri district increased by one lakh and that of the Rangpur 
district by 227,993. Those who know how taxation has been enhanced in 
Kuch Bihar by the present Dewan will admit that this decrease in the popula- 
tion of that State is due to Kalika Das’s high-handedness. Kalika Das Babu 
has, of course, won the favour of the Maharaja by increasing his revenue, and 
of the Government by making emigrants from Kuch Bihar swell the population 
of British districts. But the Kuch Bihar people were very happy and contented 
when Ram Babu’s uncle was their Dewan, 

65. The Habdlul “—. porate | 3 pg ee March says that the 

usalmans of India hopefully look up to the 

tlie dienes Nizam of Hyderabad. ‘The conduct of the Musal- 
mans of that State ought to be such as can be 
profitably imitated by the Musalmans of India. The Musalmans of that 
State are cutting one another’s throat, end yet the alims of Islam, the high 
‘officials of the State and the Nizam himself, look on entirely unconcerned. 
This naturally casts a reflection upon Islam, The Shias and Sunnis of Hydera- 
bad are quarrelling with one another over a masjid. If the alims of Islam and 
_ the State had realised what a civil quarrel like this is likely to produce, they 
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ve tried their best to nip the quarrel in the bud. - If the quarre 
TOU ces for some time, the British Government will be sure to direct the ati 
tion of the Nizam to it. The Nizam’s Government ought to sottle the quarro] 
amicably, Whien the affair will assume a serious aspect, the Government of 
India will demand peace, and will never enquire which of the two parties wag 
right. 


VI.—MIsceLLANEOUS. 


66, The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 17th March has the following :— 


There can be no comparison between the 
British and any. other European Government, 
Congo in Africa is under Belgium rule, but one 
shudders to think of the oppression which the Belgians commit upon the 
natives, A little to the north of Congo there are Preach territories, where also 
the natives are oppressed. In America also the state of things is no better. 
The Americans mostly come of the English stock, and it is a regret that they 
should ill-treat the natives. In South America there is a large number of Negroes, 
and they are looked down upon by the white population. Negro boys are not 
allowed to read in the same school with white boys. Negroes cannot travel in 
the same carriage with the white. No Negro is even allowed to live in the 
same hotel or pray in the same church witha white man. If a Negrois 
convicted of a crime, and if the sentence passed on him does not meet with the 
approval of the white public, they mask themselves, break open the jail, threaten 
the jailor, carry off the prisoner, and then burn him alive. This is called 
‘lynching ” in America. 

_ From modern as well as ancient history we come to learn many things 
about the manners and customs of the various nations of the earth. And it is 
this knowledge which has impressed us with the idea that it is through the 
kind dispensation of Providence that India has come under British rule. That 
even the slightest blot on this rule may be removed, and Indians may live on 
brotherly terms with the Europeans, and may be granted the fullest privilege 


to maintain the prestige of the Government, is our sincere and earnest 


67. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 19th March is glad .* the 

| —e present Maharaja of Darbhanga is in no degree 

a = an inferior to his predecessor in liberality and kind- 
heartedness, 


What is more pleasing is that he is highly respected in official 
circles. It is highly creditable to him that he is trying to do so much good 


to the nation in the Council. There is no doubt that the present Chief of 
Darbhanga is a wise man, It is therefore to be sincerely hoped that he will 


extend a helping and liberal hand to his raiyats, amla and servants, at the same 
time that he is liberally helping the outside public. 


68. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 19th March has the follow- 


ee ing :— 

oan oe ee . O, British Government, you are our god. 
You are next to God. Excuse us. We shall celebrate the ho with you. But 
we shall do so notin an angry bution an affectionate spirit. God is angry 
with us, but you are kind to us, You have brought money from distant 
countries to save us from starvation. With consoling words you have enlivened 
our spirits, You have not forgotten us even in your present danger. Come 
then goddess Victoria. Come Lord and Lady Curzon, come Sir Jobn and 
Lady Woodburn, join us in our Aoi rejoicing. The loyal Indians are ready to 


receive you and welcome you with the red powder which is used in celebrating 
the holt festival. | 


Nhe British Government com- 


pared with other European Gov- 
ernments. 


Urrya Papers. 


69. The Sambalpur Hitaishini Beasse | of the 28th Februa 


ry learns from 
A cruel relief officer. a paper named Sardary a, published at Amraoti, 


that a relief officer, named Mr. Hunter, is treating 
men and women en 


. gaged in relief works very cruelly, and observes that the 
‘higher officers ought to take severe notice of Newt iat -wo | 


wr eS US ial 
. 


- well. Babu Abhaya Charan Das, head master of the 
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70. The same paper strongly objects to the —— Press Messages 
| Bill, quotes the opinions of the Chief Commissioner 
The Telegraphic Press Messages of Assam and the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
oil. in regard to it, and observes: that the Bill should 
be dropped without any more discussion. | | pe 
71. The Samvadvahtka | Balasore) of the 1st March draws the attention 
Mr. B. C. Dutt on the Euro. Of the Indian and European public in India to the 
pean ignorance of the Indian gpeech of Mr. R. O. Dutt, lately delivered in the 
mind. Calcutta Town Hall, wherein he pointed out that 
the British officers in India, not being able or not caring to mix with the 
Indians, are unable toform a correct estimate of the Indian character, and to 
understand the inner workings of the Indian mind, and observes that this 
distance between the two races should be bridged over, as without their cordial 
co-operation no real and permanent good can be effected. | 
72. The Utkaldtptka { Cuttack] of the 3rd March is glad to find that three 
post-graduate scholarships have been founded with 


i h hips. ; s ; 
eee object of drawing the attention of young 


graduates towards original research, and hopes that this measure will give an 
impetus to the cultivation of the faculties of the rising generation, who stood 


long in need of some such help. 

73. Referring to the contemplated changes in the constitution of Text- 
Book Committees in different parts of British 
India, the same paper hopes that the rules to be 
framed by the Local Governments should be such as not to dissatisfy the 
managers and teachers of unaided and aided schools in any way, for they are 
not bound to carry out the behests of the Education Department of Govern- 
ment in any way, though they are always willing to avail themselves of every 
help that is reasonable, judicious and productive of good in the end. 


The Text-Book Committees. 


Assam PApErs. 


74. The Silchar [Silchar] of the 2nd March has the following :— 
| Readers, it has been our misfortune to incur the 
ooo displeasure of the local authorities in Silchar and we 
The Silehar’s farewell. have not only been rendered homeless but have been 
dismissed from our post of a school master. It has become impossible for us to 
serve you any longer in our present distressed condition. e therefore bid 
you farewell for the present with a heavy heart. May God grant that this be 
not our last parting. We are not without hope that by God’s grace and with 
your boundless sympathy and kindness we shall be able at no distant day to 
serve you again. 
75. ‘The same paper has the following :— 
The amendment of the Assam Labour and Emi- 
The Assam Labour and Emigra- gyration Bill has been put off for the present. Many 
tion Bill. important items of business were transacted in the 
Council this season, but the Government could not find time to amend this small 
Bill. There is indeed no one to look after the poor. How can poor men 
expect to get sympathy from men when God is against them? The 
coolies have not been fortunate enough to get an increase of even one rupee in 
their wages. The tea planters in a body objected to grant them even this 
small increment. The Government could not decide whether it was right 
to reduce the income of the European planters in order to give hungry coolies 
an increase of one rupee per man, and it therefore postponed the measure. 
Well, it is best to keep silent. 
76. ‘The same paper has the following :— 
The Principal and Professors of the Cotton Col- 
The proposed college at lege, which is shortly to be opened at Gauhati, 
Gauhati. ought to be recruited from among competent 
Assamese gentlemen in Upper and Lower Assam. It is said that Pandit 
Padma Nath Bhattacharyya Vidyavinod will be appointed Principal of the 
college. It is our belief that he will be able to roa the institution very 
ilchar High School, is 
also an able man and should be taken into the college. Assam will be greatly 
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benefited if the whole teaching staff is recruited in the province, as Assamese 
teachers will take more interest in the college than non-Assamese teachers, 
77. The Paridarsak (Sylhet) of the 16th March says that the people of 


is ik ie a ~~ lhet suffer great inconvenience in consequence 
Sylhet. arial aatineiy ches of there being no lights in the Chandnighat and 


Kalighat on the river bank. Babu Giris Chandra Nag, late Chairman of the 
North Sylhet Local Board, had assured the writer that he will make arrange- 
ments for lamp-posts in the places in question. The matter however seems to 
have been dropped with his transfer. The Deputy Commissioner is requested 
to see that arrangements are made before the next rains to light the ghats. 
78. The same paper says that a resident of village Baguiya in Jaintia, 
finding it impossible to maiutain his family, shot 
himself and his four children. He himself and two 
of his boys have died. The remaining two children have been seriously 
wounded. This is the first instance of suicide from distress in this district. 
79, A correspondent of the same paper says that on the 27th February 
A complaint against a station. last a Musalman gentleman went to purchase four 
master. tickets at the Itakhda station on the Assam-Bengal 
Railway. He handed the proper price to Babu Kshirod Chandra Ghosal, the 
station master. The station master returned him a rupee, saying that it was 
bad coin. The gentleman replaced it by a good one, but wus told in a rude 
voice he had paid less than the proper price of the four tickets, and that he had 
no business to be playing tricks with him. The gentleman felt astonished, and 
protested that he had paid the full price. At this the station master “st 
extremely angry and abused the gentleman and refused to sell him tickets. 
Another passenger at this time pointed out to the station master that a few 
two-anna and four-anna pieces paid by the Musalman gentleman were ying 
within a chink in the table. Though it was not even hinted that the station 
master had himself nidden them there, Babu Kshirod Chandra shook in anger 
at this discovery, and scattering about the money refused to give tickets to the 


Musalman gentleman at any cost. It is hoped the Railway authorities will 
enquire into this matter. 


Suicide from distress in Jaintia. 
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